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Château Shatto is delighted to announce Issues, a solo exhibition of new works by Hannah Taurins. The 
exhibition will open Saturday, November 11, 2023 and will remain on view through January 20, 2024.

Hannah Taurins (b. 1997, Houston, TX) draws and paints extant photographs in watercolor, gouache, colored 
pencil, and marker. Her liberal reworking of preconfigured scenes addresses the processes in which images 
are transmitted between varying technological and mental states, accentuating the interdependent matrix of 
exchange that binds images to their viewers.

Issues—nomenclature for periodicals—draws from a personal assemblage of fashion photography. Taurins’s 
work collapses the temporal context of these sources by analogizing studio practice with editorial and 
archival activity. Initially sketching at scale, Taurins retains select elements of her source image while dra-
matically refashioning others. Fabrics, patterns, and shafts of light are made to be pliable––a haptic con-
figuring that calls to the handling and processing of analogue photography. This emphasis of augmentative 
handiwork motivates the subjects of Taurins’s work towards their logical conclusions as specters and conjur-
ings of the mind. 

Like the printed images she cites, Taurins’s compositions are assembled in an additive manner. Highlights 
reveal themselves as punctuations of unblemished paper; overlapping hashes are smelt into inventive 
chromogenic space; and the quasi-Gaussian blur of form insinuates aberrations synonymous with lens work 
and photochemical processes. Taurins’s adroit handling of drafting material stands in for the attentive and 
precise nature of her subjects––models staged rigorously in order to suggest a naturalism and ease. 

Issues draws from a period of cultural activity in which the currency of desire was honed in editorial 
photography and printed media. Functioning as both covert and overt advertisement, these images fashioned 
a certain sensual-scarcity whilst personifying the abstracted sphere of commerce. Taurins’s work 
reinvigorates the operations endemic to this media, playing with the paradoxical relations established by 
editorial photography between the material and the auratic. This triangulation between visual matter, its 
phenomenological runoff, and the production of desire belong both to the fashion industry that Taurins 
plucks her source images from, as well as the art industry in which her newly-formed materials circulate.
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Hannah Taurins (b. 1997, Houston, Texas) received a Bachelor of Fine Arts from Cooper Union, New York. 
Recent solo exhibitions include I Felt As If I Were A Painting Already, Brant-Timonier, Palm Beach and 
Cover Girl, Theta, New York. Select group exhibitions include Step Count, Shoot the Lobster, New York; Small 
Paintings, Venus Over Manhattan, New York; a somewhat thin line, In Lieu, Los Angeles; and Trivial Pursuit, 
Entrance, New York. Taurin’s work has been featured in Observer and THEGUIDE.ART.


